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As is ſcyence with the ſentencyous ſcrypture 
Foꝛ woꝛldly rycheſſe is often tranſmutable 
As daplp dothe appcre well in bre | 
et ſcyens a bydeth and is mooſt ſure 
fter pouerte to attayne grete rychelle 
Scyensts caulc of pꝛomocion doubtles 


I lytell oꝛ nought expert in poetrye 
Bemembꝛynge mp youth ſo lyght and fraple 
Purpole to compple here full bzeuyatly 
Alytcll treatyſe wofull to bewayle 

The cruell werers whiche do god aſſayle 
On euerp ſyde his ſwete body to tere 

With terryble othes as often as they ſwere 


But all foꝛ dꝛede plonged in neclygence 

My penne dothe quake to pzeſume to endyte 
But hope at laſte to recure this ſcyence 
Exoꝛteth me ryght harde ly to wʒyte 

To deuopde pdleneſſe by good appetyte 

Foz ydleneſſe the grete moder of ſynne 
Euer p byce is redy to lette ynne 


I with theſame ryght gretely infecte 

Lykcly to deye tyll grace by medecyne 
Recured my ſekenes my payne to abiects 
Commaundynge me by her hye power deuyne 
To dꝛawe this treatyſe foz to enlumpne 

The reders therof by penytencyall pyte 

And to pardon me of thepr benygnyte 
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He 4 tmyghty pꝛỹces of euery cryſten regys6 

WIEN Jtende you gretynge moche hertly # grace 

Alt Bight wel to gouern vpright pour dominiõ 
VV. nd all your ĩoꝛdes J greete in lyke cace 

By this my lettre pour hertes to enbꝛace 

Beſechynge you to pꝛynte it in pour mynd e 

How fo your ſake I toke on me mankynde 


And as a lambe mooſt mekely dyde enclyne 
Toſuffre the dethe foz your redempcyon 
And pe my kynges whiche do nowe domyne 
- Ouer my comons in terreſtryall mancyon 
By pzpncely pzeempnence and Juredyccpon 
In your regall courtes do ſuffre me be rente 
And my tender body with blode all beſpzente 


Without mygrace pe maye nothynge pꝛeuaple 
Though ye be kynges foꝛ to mayntene pour ſee 
Tobe a kynge it may nothynge auaple 

But yf my grace pꝛelerue his dygnyte 

Beholde pour ſeruauntes how they do tere me 
By cruell othes now vpon euery ſyde 

Aboute the woꝛlde launcynge my woundes wyde 


All the graces whiche J haue you ſhewed 
Reuoule in mynde ryght ofte ententykly 
Beholde my body with blody dꝛoppes endewed 
Within pour realmes nowe tozne lo pyteouſlp 
Towſed and tugged with othes cruelly 

Some m heed ſome myn armes and face 
Some my herte do all to rente and race 


They newe agayne do hange me on the rode 
{They tete my ſydes and are nothynge dyſmayde 
Mp woundes they open and deuoure my blode 
IJ god and man mooſt wofully arayde 

To you complapne it mapenot be denayde 

ye nowe do tug me ye tere me at the roote 

Pet I to pou amchefe tefupte and boote 


Wherkoꝛe pe kynges repguynge in renowne 
Refourme pour ſeruauntes in pour courte abuſed 


{To good example oft euery maner towne 

So that theyr othes whiche they longe haue vled 
On papne and punyſſhement be holly tefuſed 
Meke as a Lambe Flſuffre theprgrete wꝛonge 
I mape take vengeaunce thoughe J tary longe 


Ido koʒbere I wolde haue you amende 

And graunte pou mercy and pe wy ll it tuke 
O mylwete bzederne why do pe offende 
Agayne to tere me whiche deyed foz out lake 
Loſe nip kyndenes and frome ſynne awake 
I dyde redeme pou from the deuylles chayne 
And ſppte of me pe wyll to hym agayne 


Made I not heuen the mooſt glozyous manſyon 
In whiche J wolde be gladde to haue you in 
Now come ſwete bꝛetherne to myn habytacpon 
Alas good bzederne with your moztall ſynne 
Whyklee ye from me / to tozne agapne begynne 
I ought you I bought you pe can it not denye 
pet to the deuyll ye go nowe wyllyngiy 
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¶ p tace ryght red * 42 

Myn armes ſpꝛed (thynke none oder 


My woundes bled * 

¶ Beholde thou my ſyde % 

wounded ſo ryght wyde call foz thyn owneſake 
Bledynge ſoze that tyde * 
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parte 3 harde herted n 
Be by me conuerted $thywerynge a(lave 
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v woundes are ſoꝛe (and come to m 
Leue ſwerpngetherfoze p grace 
¶ Jam tedy 1 


To graunte mercp tre 

To the truely co thy treſpace u. 
¶ Come nowe nere 

My frende dere (befozeme 
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VUnto me dere bꝛoder my loue and my herte 
Turmente me no moze with thyn othes grete 
Come vnto mp Joye and agayne reuerte 
From the deuplles ſnare and his ſutyl net 
Beware of the wozlde all aboute the let 

Thy fleſſhe is redy by concupyſcence F 
To burne thyherte with curſed vyolence 


Thoughe theſe thꝛe enmpes do ſozethe aſſayle 
Upon every ſyde with daungerous intquite 
But pk thou lyſt / they map nothynge pꝛeuaple 
Noz yet ſubdue the with all theyt extrempte 

To do good oz pll /all is at thy lyberte 

J do graunte the grace thyn enempes to ſubdue 
Sete bzoder accepte it theyr po wer to extue 


And ye kynges and pꝛynces ot hye noblenes 
With dukes and loꝛdes of euery dygnyte 
Indued with manhode wyldome and tyches 
Ouer the comons haupnge the ſouerapnte 
Coꝛrecte them whiche ſo do tere me 

By cruell othes without repentaunce 
Amende be tyme leſt J take vengeaunce 
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Exod{Vicelimo/nonFeciples nomen dei tui in vinam? 


VUnto the man J gaue commaundement 
Not to take the name of thy god vaynfullp 
As not to ſwere but at tyme conuenyent 
Befozea Juge to bere recoꝛde truely 
Nampnge mp name with reuerence mekelp 
Unto the Juge than there in pꝛeſence 

By my name togyue to the good credence 


Amp bꝛederne pt that J be wꝛothe 

It is fo2 cauſe pe fallp by me ſwere 

pe knowe pourſeife that J am very trothe 
Pet wꝛongfully pe do me tente and tere 
pe neyther loue me noz my Juſtyce fere 
And pt pe dyde pe wolde full gentylly 
Obepe m byddynge well and perfytely 


{The wozldly kynges hauynge the ſoueraynte 
pe do well obey without reſyltence 

ye dare not take theyr names in vanyte 

But with grete honoure and eke reuerence 
Than my name moze hye of magnyfycence 

ye ought moze to dzede whiche am kyngt of all 
Bothe god and man and reygne celeſtpall 


No erthely man loueth you ſo well 

As J do / whiche mekely dyde enclyne 

Fox to redeme you from the fendes of hell 
Takynge pour kynde by mygodhede dyupne 
vou were the fendes J dyde make you myne 
Foz pou ſwete bꝛetherne J was on the rode 
Gpuynge my body my herte and my blode 


(Than why do pe in euery maner of place 
With cruellothes tere my body and herte 

plydes and woundes it is a pyteous cace 
1 — 

02 ceye do mecoherte 
From thehous of ſ\werers ſhall not be abſens 
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Aman moche ſwerynge with grete iniquite 
Shall be replete and from his mancyon 

The plage of bengeaunce ſhall not ceſſed be 
Whertfoze pe bzederne full ofabuſyon 

(Take pe good hede to this dylcrypryon $ 
Comenowetomeandare 

And bepenytente and haue it douteles 


Sagud inus. on poteũ male mozi qui bene vtit et vi dene mozityh 
male vu. 


who in this wozldelyueth well and ryghtwylly 
Sall deye well by ryght good knowlegynge 

Who in this wozlde lyueth pll and waongfully 
Shall hardly ſcape to haue good endynge 

J do graunte mercy but no tyme enlongynge 
Wherfoze good bꝛederne whyles that ye haue ſpace, 
Amende your lte and come vnto my grace 


My woꝛdes mp pꝛelates bnto pou do pꝛeche 
Foz to conuerte pou from pour wꝛetchednes 
But lytell auaylleth pou no we fo} to teche 
The woꝛlde hathe ca ſt pou in ſuche blyndnes 
Lyke vnto ſtones pour hertes hathe hardnes 
That my ſwete woꝛdes may not reconſyle 
Your hertes harde with moztall ſpnneſo vyle 


To woztheyour hertes ſo planted in pꝛyde 
Wo woꝛthe your wꝛath and moztallenuye 

Wo wozthe lleuth that dothe with pou abyde 
Wo woꝛthe allo inmeſurable glotonp 

Wo woꝛthe your tedpus ſynne of lechery 

Wo wozthe you whome J gaue free wyll 

Wo wozthe couetyle that dothe your ſoules ſpylt 


Wo woꝛthe ſhozte Joye cauſe of payne eternall 
Wo wozthe you that be ſo petuerted | 
Wo wozthe pour pleaſures in the ſynnes moztall 
Wo wozthe pou foz whome J loze ſmerted 

Wo wozthe pou euer but ye be conucrted 

Wo wozthe you whole makynge J repente 
Wo wozthe pour hozrpble ſpnne ſo vpolent 


Wo worthe you whiche do me fozſake 
Wo wozthe you whiche wyllyngely offende 
Wo wozthe pour fwerynge whiche dothe not aſlake 
Wo woꝛthe you whiche wyll nothynge amende 
Wo woꝛthe vyce that dothe on you attende 

Wo wozthe pour grete vnkyndenes to me 


Wo wozthe your hertes withoutenpyte 


o wozthe your falſhode and yourdoublenelle 
Wo wozthe allo your cozxrupte Jugement 
— woꝛthe — 

o woꝛthe bebate without extynguyſhment 
Wo wozthe pour woꝛdes lo moche impacyent 
Wo wozthe you vnto whome J dyde bote 
And wo wozthe you that tere me at the tote 


Bleſſyd be pe that loue humplpte 

' Blellpd be pe that loue trouthe and pacyence 
Bleſſyd be pe folowpnge werkes of cquyte 
Bleſſyd be pe that loue well abſtynence 
Bleſſyd be ye vyrgyns of excellence 

Bleſſyd be pe whiche loue well vertue 
Bleſſpd be pe whiche do the woꝛlde eſchye 


Bleſſyd be ye that heuenly Jope do loue 
Bleſſyd be pe in vertuous gouernaunce 
Bleſſyd be pe whiche do pleaſures tepꝛoue 
Bleſſyd be pe that conſyder my greuaunce 
Bleſſyd be pe whiche do take repentaunce 
Bleſſyd be ye temembꝛynge my palſpon 
Bleſſyd be ye makynge petycyon 
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Bleſſyd be pe folo wynge my trace 
Bleſſyd be pe loupnge trybylacyon 
Bleſſyd be ye not wyllynge to treſpacs 
— be pe of my caſtpcacyon 

xd be ye ok good operacyon 


Bleſſyd be pe bnto me ryght kynde 
Bleſſyd be you whiche haue mein your mynde 


Bleſſyd be ye leuynge yll company 
Bleſſyd be yehauntynge the vertuous 
Bleſſyd be ye that my name magnefyp 
Blellyd be ye techynge the vycyous 
Blelſyd be ye good and relygyous 

Bleſſpd be ye in thelyfe temperall 

Whiche applye yourlelfe to Jope celeſtpall 


The bzytpll wozlde ryghtoften tranſmutable 
Tho wyll in it his lyfe and tyme well ſpende 
Shall Joyeattayne after incſtymable 

Fo in the wozldehe muſt fyrſt condyſcende. 
To take grete payne as his power wyll extende 
Agapnſt the woꝛlde the fleſſhe and the deupll 
By my grete grace foz to withſtande theyt eupll 


Foz who can be a gretter fole than he 

That ſpendeth his tyme to hym vncertayns 
Fo a bzeuyat pleaſure of woꝛʒldly vanyte 
Than after that to haue tternall payne 
Who of the wozlde delyteth and is fapne 
Shall after ſoꝛowe and cry ve be 

In an other wozlde quante ſunt tenebze 


Who is wyler than he that wyll applye 
In the woꝛlde to take payne by due dylygence 
After ſhozte payne to come to grete glozye 
Whiche is eterne mooſt hye ok excellence 
Where he ſhall le my grete magnykycence 
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With many aungellesWhichefoz theyt ſolace 
Inſacyately do beholde my face 


Begarde no Joye of the erthly conſyſtozp 

Foz lyke as Phehus dothe the \nowerelente 
Sopalleth the Joyes of the wozlde tranſytozp 
Tyme renneth faſt tyll wozldlylyfe be ſpente 
Conſyder this in your entendemente 

Bleſſed be they that my woꝛde do here 

And kepe it well / foꝛ they are to me dere 


(Therfoze good bꝛederne pour hertes enclyne 
To loue and dꝛede me that am omnipotent 
Bothe god and man in Jope celeſtyne 

Bcholde mp body all to tozne and rente 

Wich your ſpytefull othes cruell and vpolent 

7 loue you pe hate me pe are to harde herted 
Ihelpe pou pe tere me lo how foz pou J (merted 


Mercy and peace dyde make an vnyte 

Bytwene you and me but trouthe a ryghtwyſnelle 

Do nowe complayne byddynge my godheed le 
Howthat ye bꝛeke the lege of lothfaſtneſſe 

(They tell me that by Jultyce doubteleſſe 

J muſt take vengeaunce vpon you ſpkerly 

That by your ſwerynge-agayne me crucefye 


Foz at the requeſt of good mercy and peace 
J haue fozbozne you longe and many a daye 

et moꝛe and moze your ſynnes doencreaſe 
herfoze my Juſtyce wyll no moze delaye 


But take vengeaunte foꝛ all pour pꝛoude araye 
I warne you ofte pe are nothynge the better 
But ye amende my vengenaunce ſhall be gretter 


¶ Contra iuratoꝛes xpᷣm in celo cracifigentes. 
per bernardũ ditit dominus . Hon ne lat is 
pꝛote vulneratus ſum:nonne ſatis pꝛo te af: 
tl dus ſum-deſine amplius peccare.qz magis 
1— vulnus peccati Þ vulnus lateris 

me 93 


Am not Þ wounded foꝛ the ſuffpcyent 

Haue J not foʒ the ynoughe alklyccyon 

Leue moꝛe to ſynne by good amendement 

(The wounde oklynne to me is moze paſſpon 
Than the wounde of my ſyde foz thy redempcyon 
Thoughe J do ſpate I ſhall you deſteny 

But pe amende to brenne cternally 


With my blody woundes J dyde your chartre ſeale 


Why do you tere it / why do pe bꝛeke it ſo 
Syth it to pou is the eternal heale 

nd the releaceof euerlaſtynge wo 
Beholde this lettre with the pꝛynte alſo 
Of myn owne ſeale by perfyte poztrature 
Pꝛynte it in mynde and ye ſhall helthe recure 


And ye kynges and lozdegof reno wne 

Exozte your leruauntes theyr ſwerynge to ceaſe 
Come vnto me and caſt your ſpnne adowne 

And Imp vengeaunce ſhall truely releace 
With grace and plente / J ſhall pou encrace 


And brynge you whiche reuolue inwardly 
This is my complaynte to eternall glory. 


19EN. 


¶ The Auttour as foloweth, 


¶ Go lytell treatyſe deuoyde of eloquenre 
Tremblynge for dreade to approche the maieſte 
Df our ſouereynge lord ſurmountynge in excellence 
Put under the wynge of his benygnyte 
Submpttynge the to his mercyfull pytie. 

And beſeche hys grace to pardon thy rudneſſe 
Whych of late was made to eſchewe ydleneſſe, 


CThus endeth the conuerſyon of ſwerers, made 
and compyled by Stephen Hawys, groome of the 
chambre of our ſouerigne lorde Kpng Henry the 
ſeuenth. Enprynted at London, in Fleteſtrete, at 
the ſygne of the Sonne, by Unken de Morde, 
Prynter vnto the mooſt excellent prynſes, my lady 
the kynges graundame, the yere of our Lord a 
M CCCCC Ir. the firſt yere of the reigne of our 
ſouerayne lord kyng Henry the UJJJ. 
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